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THE INTRODUCTION OF electrical stimulation of the heart in clinical
cardiology has opened new ways to study several aspects of cardiac

~ functon directly in the unanesthetized patient. This is a selective
review of the many papers which have appeared on this subject in
recent vears, together with comments based upon our own experi-
ence. It will be shown that several areas of diagnostic cardiology can
proiit from electropacing.

Technic

For diagnostic electropacing, electrode catheters and a stimulator
are needed. The catheter, preferably a bipolar one, is inserted, usu-
allv by means of the Seldinger technic, into either a femoral or an
antecubital vein. The tip of the catheter is positioned, under fluoro-
seopic conirol, at the desired intracardiac location and is connected
with the stimulator. It is essential that the stimulator be safe" 2 and.
accurate and able to: '

1. Pace the heart regularly at different frequencies.

. Provide, during regular pacing, an extra stimulus at any desired
mLenal and following any desired number of paced beats (the “sin-
gle-test stimulus” method).

3. Make possible the insertion of a stimulus at any desued mo-
ment in the cardiac cycle during a spontaneous rhythm.

Stimulators capable of providing more than one premature stimu-
ius during spontaneous and driven rhythms have been developed
M5
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