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A CASE OF PROLONGED LABOR: THE BIRTH OF
THE LANCASTER CITY AND COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY

‘While a fow medical socisties date back 1o the eightsenth century. the advantages of
banding into professional societies seem to have been universaly reaiized in the
1820's. Though the Lancaster City and County Medical Society was not formed until
1844, the first attempts at such an organization occurred some 21 years earfier.

s first attempt at organization was unsuccessful. The cause of this faiure is
oxpressed in the words of Dr. John L. Atiee in his address before the American
Medical Association at Cleveland, 1883, in which he says, while referring 10 the
physicians of this period, “So great was the jealousy existing between them that for
more than twenty years after my graduation it was impossible to form a medical
society in my native city and county, because there were so many aspirants for the
honors.”

“The frst effort was such a complete failure that the progressive physicians of the city
dared only hope for success in the second underiaking after the obstacles which
resulted so disastrously to the first organization were removed. Consequently, nearly
21 years elapsed before a second attempt was made to organize a medical society.

Finally, Dr. Eli Parry sent an invitation to the physicians of the city, asking them o
meet at his house on January 14, 1844, for the purpose of taking into consideration
the formation of  society. At this mesting, the following physicians were present:
F.A. Muhlenberg, A.M. Cassidy. J. Leonard, H. Muhlenberg. J.L. Atee, E. Landis,
C.A. Cameron, P. Cassidy. E. Parry, H. Carpenter, S. Humes, and W.L. Atiee. Dr.
Samusl Humes was called 10 the chair, and Dr. W.L. Aties appointed secretary.

On motion of Dr. J.L. Aties and Henry Carpenter, it was
Resolved, That it is expedient that a medical society. to be composed of
the physicians of this city and county, be organized.
And in pursuance of another resolution on the 30th of January the
following call appeared in the public prints:
“The medical gentiemen are respectfully invited 1o meet the physicians of
the city in the room of the city Lyceum, at 11 o'clock AM.. on
Wednesday, the 14th of February. 1844, for the purpose of organizing a city
and county medical society. A general attendance is desired, and those who
ot attend are requested to return an answer to this invitation to
sither of the subscribers.

‘Samuel Humes, Chairman
Washington L. Atlee, Secretary

S0 begins the story of the Lancaster City and County Medical Society..
~excerpted from the writings of Dr. H.B. Stehman
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*A CASE OF PROLONGED LABOR'

A skit in two acts and four scenes
by Dr. Herbert Tindall
Cast in order of appearance

John Light Atlee (Narrator)

Francis Burrowes of Strasburg

Penelope

Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.

Dr.
Dr.

Dr.
Mrs.

Dr.
Dr.

Act
Act

Act.

Act

Dinge of Bird-in-Hand

Saamuel Huses, Jr., of Lancaster
Davis of Lancaster

Nathan Boulden of Strasburg

Willian Foreman of Salisbury Twp.
Sylvester Handford of Salisbury Twp.

Frederick A. Mulhenberg
Henry Carpenter

Eli Parry

Parry

Alexander Cassidy
Washington L. Atlee

Settings

Dr. John Corcoran

Dr. John Tyler

Dr. Nicola Davies

Dr. Alan Peterson

Dr. Henry Wentz

Dr. Stephen Olin

Dr. Roland Larrabee

Dr. Dwight Eichelberger
Dr. John Garofola

Dr. John Garofola
Dr. Stephen Olin

Dr. Alan Peterson
Dr. Nicola Davies
Dr. John Tyler

Dr. Roland Larrabee

1, Scene I - The Conception - Dr. Burrowes' Hose, Strasburg
February 2, 1823
1, Scene 2 - The Fountain Inn, Lancaster, one month later

Interi:

11, Scene I, The Labor - Dr. Parry’s Home, Lancaster,
January 14, 1844

Interis

11, Scene 2 - The Delivery - City Lyceus Franklin College,
Lancaster one month later

Postlogue

Directed by Dr. James Beittel

The Costume Shop, Millersville University




