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sodas at 10, 2, and 4 o’clock because that’s the
way they were advertised. We also would eat
those hot yeast rolls and the butter would run
down our elbows. They were so good.

In 1954, Alfred and 1 were married and I
became a transplant to a totally new environ-
ment in Lancaster County into a wonderful
family of eleven children. They had all been
raised on a farm; however, Al was the only one
to continue that profession. Consequently, I felt
very fortunate to have had many visitors over
the years who enjoyed my cooking. It’s fun and
I've tried many new recipes, read cookbooks
like novels, and even assembled family recipes
into a published cookbook in 1988. This was
done with the help of our sister-in-law, Fay, who
organized the family stories to very sensitively
bring back childhood memories and leave a
beautiful legacy.

IS HEART WAS IN

THE CASE
by Dr. Henry S. Wentz

The Most Famous Physician from
Southern Lancaster County

Dr. David Ramsay was truly a medical giant in
America in the 18th century. He was one of our
great patriotic physicians who was very influen-
tial during the Revolutionary War, chaired the
Congress under the Articles of Confederation
and guided the formation of our Republic as
both an author and a statesman. A monument
honoring him has been erected by the Lancaster
County Historical Society along the Robert
Fulton Highway (Route 222), a few miles south
of Quarryville.

David Ramsay was born on a farm in rural
Drumore Township on April 2, 1749, in a small
stone house which was torn down in 1920. He
studied medicine under Dr. Bond, and under
Dr. Benjamin Rush. After graduating with a
degree of Bachelor of Physic, an infrequent
honorary degree in those days, and receiving an
honorary degree from Yale University, he
started practice in Maryland and later practiced
in South Carolina, serving in place of Dr. Rush.

With Drs. Bond and Rush, Dr. Ramsay laid
down a foundation for the American system of
medicine. Prior to this time physicians of stand-

ing needed to study medicine abroad.
experimented on the human system and
tempted to discover the nature of the fl
our being, and their functions. They initi
method of reason and observation rather
reading and memory. Past practice was based
the thought that a system of depletion
needed, and bleeding and catharsis were
for many illnesses. Dr. Ramsay investigated th
blood and the causes of fevers. He conclude
that the pulse was a great indicator of abno
bodily conditions. He became exceedingly s
cessful in the treatment of the malignant feve
in the clime of South Carolina, and made
national reputation in his success for the treat-
ment of yellow fever.

He was elected to the South Carolina legisla,.é
ture and was President of the Senate for seven:
years. He was elected to the Congress of the
Confederation as a delegate from South Caro-
lina in 1782 and 1785. In 1785 he was elected
vice president of the Confederation and beca
president pro tempore when poor health p
vented John Hancock from serving in that
pacity. Before the Constitution was adopte
this was equivalent to being President of
United States. His term in Congress involves
him in reorganization of the hospital and me
cal department of the Army, reorganization
the Post Office System, defining an equita
system of collecting revenues, directly contrib-
uting to Constitutional reform, and the frami
of the governmental system we use today.

Dr. Ramsay was involved in setting the bound
aries of states that needed resolution. N
York, Virginia, and Connecticut claimed lan
to the Mississippi River and Massachusetts an
New Hampshire claimed Vermont, and Ve
mont wanted to be independent. He work:
out a compromise agreeable to all of the stal

Dr. Ramsay has been called the “Father o
American History” because he wrote and pub-
lished many celebrated historical works. Hi
wrote “The History of the Revolution,” consic
ered by many the best authority on the subjec
Among his other works are “History of the
United States” and “History Americanized
which covered the history of the world. He
the first person to avail himself of the copyrigh
privileges granted under the Constitution. Th
first book that Abraham Lincoln read was Ra
say’s “Biography of Washington,® published i

1801.
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It is ironic that Dr. Ramsay’s death came as a
result of his unselfish service to others. He was
appointed to examine a lunatic, William Lin-
nen. Dr. Ramsay decided he should be confined
as an unsafe man. When Mr. Linnen was con-
sidered improved at a later date and released, he
went to Dr. Ramsay’s home and shot him in the
shoulder and back. Dr. Ramsay died a few days
later on May 8, 1815 at the age of 65.

Other Famous Physicians from
Southern Lancaster County

Dr. Thomas Whiteside was the first physician
to practice in Southern Lancaster County. He
was born in Little Britain Township in 1750 and
was a Revolutionary War surgeon, serving in the
battles of Brandywine, Germantown, Princeton
and Monmouth. He returned to his homestead
in Little Britain where he practiced until his
death.

Dr. Hayes Agnew, the son of Dr. Robert
Agnew, was born in 1817 in Christiana in the
house now owned by Dr. Herbert Tindall. He
graduated from University of Pennsylvania
Medical School in 1838, practiced in Souders-
burg for a short time, and in 1870 was ap-
pointed Professor of Surgery at his alma mater.
He served as chief physician of President Gar-
field after the attempted assassination.

Joshua Montgomery Deaver, M.D., was
known as the “Father of Doctors” since his
three sons and a grandson were physicians:
John B., Richard Wilmot, Harry Clay and
Joshua Montgomery. One son, Gardner Clinton
Deaver, was president of a western college
which the Wright Brothers attended. Joshua
Montgomery Deaver Sr. practiced for over 50
years in Buck, beginning in 1843. His house
and office were on Deaver Road. The “Sage of
the Buck,” Robert Risk, called Drs. Joshua
Deaver and Benjamin Sides the greatest rural
physicians. Dr. Joshua Deaver made three calls
one day with Robert Risk. He saw a poor girl,
who had typhoid fever, in a humble home near
Rawlinsville. Following that, Mr. Risk said, “It
did my heart good to see the interest the old
doctor took in the case. He may not get paid
but his heart was in the case. This means every-
thing. Human endeavor must not be measured
by a golden yardstick. It is the good we do, and
not the money we make, which indicates the
man. Fifty years from now nobody will know
us. But Dr. Deaver, do you not think the half

hour you spent in a humble home in Martic
Township has added something to the sum total
of human kindness? Damn your dollars and
cents, say I, but give me some heart and feeling.
He was an institution! He never rendered a bill
unless requested. The family physician must be
able to treat the heart, mind, and body.”

John Blair Deaver graduated from University
of Pennsylvania Medical School in 1880, was
Professor of Surgery at University of Pennsylva-
nia 1918-31, and also served as chief surgeon at
Lankenau Hospital. He was born at the Buck
and taught in country schools to raise funds
toward his medical education. He found a kin-
dred spirit in Dr. Benjamin Sides, and their
many conversations while traveling over the
hills of Southern Lancaster County inspired the
boy with a desire to become a surgeon. One of
the outstanding features of Dr. John Deaver’s
career was his operation upon approximately
15,000 persons stricken with appendicitis. He
also was the author of many medical books and
articles. He died September 25, 1931.

Dr. Benjamin Sides was born near Camargo
in 1822. He read medicine with Dr. Patrick
Cassidy of Lancaster and graduated from Jeffer-
son Medical College in 1846. Dr. James A.
Peeples read medicine with Dr. Sides and to-
gether they performed many surgical proce-
dures on patients in the southern end of the
county. Dr. Sides was generally credited with
the discovery of the feasibility of taking out the
appendix. He performed his first operation of
that kind in Little Britain Township on Mrs.
John (Sarah) Shade in 1890. She recovered and
lived some years thereafter. Dr. Sides took care
of patients on both sides of the Susquehanna
River. He was a fine fiddler and was very fond of
music. He died at the age of 79 in 1901.

Dr. James A. Peeples was born near Kirks
Mills, Fulton Township, in 1841, and literally
died in the harness at the age of 75. He was
found sitting in his buggy unconscious by the
side of the road where he had been making his
rounds in Little Britain Township in 1916.

Dr. Vincent King was born in Little Britain
Township in 1786. While a student at West-
town School, a fellow student had what was
diagnosed as typhus fever. The doctor caring for
him said he would die, and that there was
nothing the physician could do. Vincent asked
the superintendent for permission to nurse and
attend the student, who no longer received aid
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Henry Raub
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from the doctor. He cared for him day and night
and the boy recovered. This incident led him to
study for a career in medicine. He graduated
from University of Pennsylvania Medical School
in 1807 and practiced in Philadelphia, Balti-
more, and Columbia, Pennsylvania for several
years before returning to his birthplace where
he died at 39 years of age. Dr. Jeremiah Stubbs
was one of his students.

Dr. Jeremiah Stubbs was born in Little Britain
Township in 1804. He studied under Dr. Vin-
cent King and graduated from Jefferson Medi-
cal College in 1827. He practiced in Rising Sun,
Maryland for 9 years. He returned to Little
Britain Township, where he practiced medicine
for 25 years. In 1847, he was elected to the
House of Representatives at Harrisburg and
served two terms. Through his efforts a bill was
passed to tax all “Quack” nostrums. He died in
1862. _

Dr. Jeremiah Stubbs’ son, Dr. Charles Stubbs,
practiced in Wakefield, was a Civil War surgeon
and a great collector of rocks, fossils, and In-
dian relics. His collections are now in the
museum at Lehigh University. The Lancaster,
Oxford and Southern Railroad passed near his
house at Westbrook Station. Dr. Stubbs went by
rail to Luray Caverns, Shenandoah Valley, Vir-
ginia, and Washington, D.C. and returned for
$6.40.

Dr. Ambrose Stubbs, son of Dr. Charles
Stubbs, was born in 1874. He taught school at
Cherry Hill School in Fulton Township and
graduated from Baltimore Medical College in
1896. He started practice in Wakefield. His
son, Charles, often drove him in his horse and
buggy until the doctor got a Ford in 1911. His
sleigh had curtains at the side to block the wind,
a charcoal footwarmer, and a wirecutter so he
could cut the wire fences to cross the fields
when necessary. He charged 25 cents for an
office visit and $1.00 for house calls within 10
miles. If over 10 miles, it would cost $1.25.
These charges included medicine which he sup-
plied since the nearest drugstore was in Quar-
ryville. Dr. Stubbs would take patients to the
hospital when advanced medical care was indi-
cated.

Dr. John K. Raub was born in Strasburg Town-
ship in 1828. He taught school for two years at
the Sandstone School, studied medicine with
Dr. Benjamin Musser and graduated from Penn-
sylvania Medical College in 1851. He started

practice in Mechanicsburg (Leacock) where he

only remained a short time and then went to or Q
Quarryville and later to New Providence. He | Helr
served as a surgeon in the Civil War and died in : from

1867.

Dr. Michael W. Raub was born in Strasburg in
1838. He studied medicine with his cousin, Dr.
John K. Raub, in New Providence, and gradu-
ated from Jefferson Medical College in 1865.
He started a medical practice in Washington,
D.C., and after one year returned to Providence
Township, where he practiced three years and =
then moved to Lancaster.

Dr. Henry E. Raub was born in Leesburg
(Hessdale) in 1830. He taught school at Willow
Street and later at the Ross Hill School in Dru-
more Township. He read medicine with his
brother, John, and graduated from Pennsylvania
Medical College in 1857, starting his medical
practice at Spring Grove. A few years later, he
moved to Quarryville. He was a founder of the
Quarryville National Bank and the first burgess
of Quarryville. He served as a school director as
well as director in the Southern Mutual Fire
Insurance Company. ‘

Dr. Richard Vaux Raub, son of Henry, was
born in 1872. He worked in the drugstore of
Dr. Thaddeus Rohrer and studied medicine un-
der his father He graduated from Jefferson
Medical College in 1893 and started his medi-
cal practice in Homeville. When his father died,
he returned to Quarryville. At the time of his
death in 1914 it was said of him: “His funeral
and the manifestations of heartfelt grief and -
personal loss by the hundreds in attendance, -
strikingly illustrated the simple life of the coun-
try doctor and the affectionate relations that
exist between the man who ministers to their ©
physical wants and the people to whom he
ministers.” :

Dr. Thaddeus Rohrer, of New Providence,
read medicine with his brother-in-law, Dr.
William ]. Wentz, and graduated from Jefferson
Medical College in 1881. He practiced medi
cine in Quarryville and also had a drugstore
The “Sage of the Buck” called Dr. Rohrer a
good and competent physician and said, &
“Though he passed away in the ripe years of his
usefulness, and after bringing into the world
1,800 babies to first cast their eyes upon this |
world, he became more than a doctor, but a -
noted institution.” Dr. Rohrer died in 1918.

For over 115 years, from 1868 until 1984,
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there was a Dr. Helm in New Providence, Bart
or Quarryville. The first of these was Amos M,
Helm, M.D. who was born in 1845, graduated
from Jefferson Medical College in 1868 and
practiced in New Providence. He died in 1917.

Charles E. Helm, M.D., born in 1859, gradu-
ated from Jefferson Medical College in 1887
and practiced in Georgetown until 1921, when
he moved to Quarryville. He died in 1939.

John D. Helm, M.D., Sr. was born in 1886
and was the son of Amos. He graduated from
the University of Pennsylvania Medical School
in 1913 and practiced in New Providence until
he died in 1968. He never sent a bill unless
requested. Amos and John used this same office
in New Providence.

John D. Helm, Jr., M.D., born in 1915, gradu-
ated from University of Pennsylvania Medical
School in 1938 and practiced in Lancaster until
he retired in 1987.

Robert Helm, M.D. was born in 1917, grad-
uated from University of Pennsylvania Medical
School in 1942 and practiced in Quarryville
from 1948 until he retired in 1984. Robert told
of a house call he made to the location of the
present State Park. He needed to walk a mile
after parking his car to see a patient. This action
typifies the dedication the Helms had to their
profession.

Dr. Charles Bair was “Family Physician of the
Year” in 1961. He delivered 4,000 babies,
about 20 per month. His record was six in one
day without missing any office hours! He had a
chauffeur for 25 years from 1935-60, travelled
35,000 miles per year and wore out 25 cars.

Notoriety came to medicine in Southern Lan-

. caster County in the person of Dr. Harry C.

Zimmerly who practiced medicine in Mechan-
ics Grove in this office from 1918 to 1935.
Previously he had practiced in the Pittsburgh
area. He was considered a good doctor by many
residents although it is said that he drank heav-

= ly at times.

Mrs. Clara Crawford, of Calvert, Maryland,
came to Lancaster County looking for her sister,

" Ms. Gladys Lawson. She told this story to Mr.
| Paul Mueller, District Attorney, who had also

summoned Chief Detective Jacob Weller to his

L office. “Gladys came to Lancaster because she
¢ found she was going t0 have a baby and some-
* body told her about a doctor here!” She contin-
* ued, “I have been to his place three times
" looking for her and today the doctor drove me

s
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away with a shotgun. . .Dr. Zimmerly told me
that Gladys had gotten well and he had sent her
home!”

When Detective Weller and Sergeant Roy
Simmons of the Pennsylvania State Police visited
the home the next morning, they entered with-
out any resistance and found a mother, with her
daughter moaning and appearing weak and
sickly, in an upstairs room. They immediately
sent her in an ambulance to the Lancaster Gen-
eral Hospital where it was discovered she had
had an attempted abortion. They found the
doctor in a semi-comatose condition, lying
across a sofa on the first floor, and placed him
under arrest.

They questioned the housekeeper, Blanche
Stone, and a handyman, Dick Parker, about
Mrs. Gladys Lawson, the missing woman.
Blanche remembered Gladys as the cute lictle
girl in the red dress. For eight dollars the doctor
said he could help her. He operated on her
three times. Blanche and Dick heard her moan-
ing and groaning for several days. Blanche spent
a lot of time with her and saw her the last time
on March 15th and said she looked very poorly;
and after that night no further sounds were
forthcoming. Dick and Blanche told about large
butcher knives being sharpened, and apparentl_v
used. and that there had been a hot furnace fire,
accompanied by the smell of burning flesh.
Neither of them had seen the dead body. In
spite of diligent searching by county and state
authorities no body could be found. While
searching the outside of Dr. Zimmerly’s place,
they started to dig under a cinder path to the
garage and they found pieces of half-burned
bone. The next discovery was a fifty-pound lard
can filled with a fatty, fleshy substance, appar-
ently the residue after a powerful acid had acted
upon human tissue. On April 13th detectives
discovered fragments of bones while sieving

through the ashes lying in front of the furnace.

At the trial, Dr. Rice, a Bucknell University
pathologist, testified that these bone fragments
recovered from the cinder path and ash heaps
were the bones of a young adult female who
weighed between 110 and 120 pounds. Gladys =
Lawson weighed 119 pounds. Judge Atlee in- :
structed the jurors that there was no question
of murder in this case. The defendant was in-
dicted for performing an unprofessional opera- =
tion which caused the death of Mrs. Gladys &
Lawson.

On June 13, 1935, Judge Benjamin Adlee
declared, “The judgement of this court is that
the defendant shall serve seven and one-half to
fifteen years in the Eastern State Penitentiary; of °
which three and one-half to seven years are for
the death of Mrs. Lawson; one and one-half to
three years for the second unprofessional opera- &
tion, and two and a half to five years on the
narcotic charges, and in addition he shall pay a
fine of $100 in each of these cases.” The secret &
of the “House of Horror” had been solved. 9

William J. Wentz was born on a farm in &
Drumore Township in 1839. He read medicine =
with Dr J. K. Raub of New Providence and E
graduated from Jefferson Medical College in &
1865. He had a small surgery or office besides
his house in New Providence where he prac-
ticed until his death in 1902. He was one of the 8
organizers and charter directors of the Cones-
toga (Commonwealth, Mellon) National Bank
and served as President of the Lancaster City &
and County Medical Society. He had two sons
who also were physicians.

Charles Wentz continued his father’s practice -
in New Providence after 1902. He contracted
typhoid fever from spring water in New Provi-
dence and died in 1905. His brother B. Frank 1
Wentz was born in 1870. He practiced in Phila- 3
delphia until his death in 1928. E
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Carl Beck, a New Providence native who now
lives in the Wentz house, tells the story of two
~ patients of the doctor who were in labor at the
same time, at opposite ends of the village. Dr.
Wentz drove back and forth in his horse an
buggy, not being sure which mother would have
her baby first. Finally a baby girl was born at one
home and a short time later a baby boy arrived
at the other home. These babies grew to adult-
hood and an elderly age. The woman died and
the man attended her funeral and was heard to
say, “Damn! She beat me to it again.’

Dr. Thomas H. Wentz was a brother of Dr.
William Wentz. Thomas took up study with his
brother and graduated from Jefferson Medical
College in 1874. He started practice in
Kirkwood and continued until 1906, when he
moved to practice near his brother in Philadel-
phia. As he made house calls by horse and
buggy, the people would come running toward
him to ask him to visit a sick person in their
homes. He disliked the advent of the telephone
because people could call instead of riding
horseback or walking several miles to get to the
doctor. He felt they sometimes called about
trivial things.

Parting Thoughts
Prior to 1930, each village was almost self-
sufficient with its own general store, doctor,
- post office, blacksmith or garage and more.
With the advent of better means of communica-
tion and transportation, people could get to the
larger towns or cities for their supplies and
services. Technological advances in medicine
caused increased costs for equipment and facili-
ties. As a result, physicians practiced in larger
centers of population and people from the
country and small towns could travel to and
communicate with doctors at a great distance.

* Wm. Wentz Home & Office
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Physicians In Southe

Thomas Whiteside
David Ramsay

Henry Noll

John Cuthberton
George Hamilton
Vincent King
Robert Long
Kiegy

Daniel Musser
Jeremiah Stubbs
Robert Agnew
Hayes Agnew

Montgomery Gryder

John D. Allen
Horace Alleman
Joshua Deaver
James Andrew
John Martin
Wm. Thompson
- Amos C. Milnor
' Benjamin Sides
Obed Bailey
Warren
Joseph Duncan
John K. Raub

R. Hilton

John Zell

C. P. Marshall
Granville B. Wood
Henry E. Raub
Edward Chandley
Michael Glacken
Charles Stubbs
James McCullough
Wm. J. Wentz
Michael W. Raub

Amos Helm
James A. Peeples
Ashael Stewart
R. J. Clark
Daniel Swift

Albert Meloy
C. E. Iddings

Little Britain
Drumore Twp.
birthplace

Bart

Bart

Bart

Little Britain
Liberty Square -
Bart :

Providence
Little Britain
Sadsbury
Christiana
Bethel

New Texas
New Texas
Buck

Chestnut Level
Colerain

Buck

Bart

Quarryville

New Providence
Bethel 3
Qak Shade

New Texas
Pleasant Grove
Quarryville

Little Britain
Greene

Fulton
Wrightsdale -
New Providence
Providence-
Lancaster E
New Providence
Kirks Mills
Fulton

Qak Hill
Bethel-
Fultonhouse
Nine Points
Mechanics Grove




ohn Campbell
~ Jerome Keeley

* Thaddeus Rohrer

George Gillespie
L. H. Kirk
S. C. Finley
Amos Smith
- Edward Wright
~Richard Vaux Raub
- Ambrose Stubbs
Wm. Giles Hess

Guy Alexander
Claude Roop
Wm. Steward
Thomas Ferguson
“H. Conrad Egley
Bessie Lefever D.O.
Albert Bertram
John Helm, Sr.
Marshall Steele
Samuel Parke
Harry C. Zimmerly
Emerson M. Weaver
Charles Bair
Harold Hogg

- Donald B. Witmer

- Robert Helm

- Paul Herr D.O.

Donald Stubbs

David Bucher

Southern Lancaster

- County Health Center
- Wm. Hunt

- Gary Samberg D.O.

Wm. Fetchik D.O.

1869
1874
1874
1880

1881
1884
1884
1884
1887

1889
1890
1890
1890
1890
1896
1896
1898

1898
1901
1905
1906
1910
1912
1913
1913
1918
1918
1925
1930
1933
1935

1947

1948
1951
1950
1957

1971
1981
1982
1985

Liberty Square
Oak Shade
Kirkwood

Bart

Bart—

State of Texas
Quarryville
Quarryville
Colerain
Kirkwood

Bart—
Quarryville
Pleasant Grove
Wakefield
Greene

New Providence
Wrightsdale
Quarryville
Peach Bottom
Greene
Holtwood

Buck

New Providence
Oxford
Kirkwood
Quarryville
Mount Pleasant
Quarryville
New Providence
Quarryville
Kirkwood
Mechanics Grove
Penn Hill
Quarryville
Quarryville-
Lancaster
Quarryville-
Willow Street
Quarryville

Quarryville
New Providence

New Providence

Quarryville
Quarryville
Buck

Quarryville




