














The following excerpt is from History of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, with 
Biographical Sketches of Many of Its Pioneers and Prominent Men: Part 1  by 
Franklin Ellis and Samuel Evans. Published in 1883, the following was printed 
on page 289: 

 

 

 

The following postscript is from Alan Peterson, M.D. (2019):  

 We have also discovered in the Winters Heritage House Museum in 
Elizabethtown that Dr. H. M. Alexander had a vaccine from West Donegal Township 
where Zeager road crosses the Grubb in 1853. Part was purchased by Dr. H. M. 
Hamilton from a Clayton Landis in 1899 and part by a Pennsylvania Vaccine Co. from a 
Henry Kauffman in 1902.  
 An 1899 West Donegal map shows Hamilton as the owner of the property more 
recently known as Conewago Manor, a beautiful property that is a venue today for 
weddings and other events. Yes, in its earliest days it was known as Mount Vernon 
Estate, then Conewago Manor, now, recently (2015) as Moonstone Manor. You can 
visit their website at: http://moonstonemanor.com/tours/inside/mount-vernon-
retreat/. They briefly mention the vaccine farm in their review of the Manor history 
and have some photos. Another site with photos is at: 
http://millpictures.com/mills.php?millid=1141. At one time there was a mill and iron 
works within the estate.  
 The history of Marietta’s Biological Laboratories is as follows:  
  1882 – 1916 Lancaster County Vaccine Farms of Dr. H. M. Alexander and  
   Company.  
  1917 – 1943 Gilliland Laboratories 
  1943 – 2005 Wyeth Laboratories 
  2005 – 2019 (now) and continuing as GlaxoSmithKline 
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