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The story of finding this article and its author is an interesting one. I had read about the Musser home, now named "Conguegas", after a female 
leader of the Conestoga Indians who died in 1714. (See Footnote below). The previous article in this Publications section was written by Henry
Wentz, MD, on the Doctors Musser in 1995. I thought Jack Brubaker (the Lancaster Newspaper "Scribbler") might write an article on it.

I attended a Circle Legacy meeting in Lancaster, also attended by Jack and Christine Brubaker, and was handed part of the article written in 1977 
by Cynthia Cargas, at the time a student at Penn State.

Next I wanted to determine if I could find the entire article, but the author had moved to places unknown. After multiple searches on the web, as 
well as locally, I found Cynthia was living in Virginia. We started corresponding and she gave us permission to publish her article (that she had 
really forgotten about and had no copy of).

I attempted to find the two missing pages 17 and 18 from the original site the article had been resurrected from (The Historical Preservation Trust 
of Lancaster County). They say those missing pages are not to be found-- but did provide another article entitled The PA Historic Resource Survey 
of the Musser Home and Hospital, now placed later in this Publication section.

After the Scribbler wrote about this Musser home in the May 15, 2019 article (appearing next in this Publication section) , the present Edward 
Hand Museum leaders along with Dr. Henry Wentz, his daughter, and Dr. and Mrs. Bowman were taken on a tour of the home and grounds (The 
annex to the home was added between 1800 and 1810 which included an apothecary and a "hospital".) 

Presently it is owned and being restored by Pamela Lyons-Neville. She is doing so not only out of respect for its history (as one of the few 
remaining structures that stood in the area when the last of the Conestoga's were slaughtered by the Paxton Rangers in 1763), but she also as a 
descendant of the Musser physicians that built the home on the edge of the Conestoga's land. This is recognized by the Lancaster City and 
County Medical Society as the site of the oldest privately owned hospital in Lancaster County.

 Footnote: Dr. Marlene Arnold of Millersville University adds the following: "Fourteen Quakers from Philadelphia visited the Conestoga Indians 
somewhere near there in 1706. The Conestoga's were already disgusted by these Europeans, even at that early date, and said that they did not 
want to receive the Quaker delegation. But an elder, a woman named Conguegas, said she saw the Quakers coming in a dream, and so she 
urged her people to meet with them, and so they did. The Quakers called her "Queen" Conguegas and expressed puzzlement that men would 
listen to a woman....."

Postscript by Alan S. Peterson, M.D.


