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Manor Township’s Conguegos and its grounds restored to 18th-century origins

A handsome Germanic 
stone house dominates 
the historic 21-acre 
property now known as 
Conguegos. Located on 
Highville Road at the 
western edge of the Con-
estoga Indians’ land in 
Manor Township, Con-
guegos is a 21st-century 
model of preservation 
and conservation.

“I want this prop-
erty to represent a time 
when people were still 
connected to the land,” 
says Pamela R. Lyons-
Neville. She purchased 
the old home and sur-
rounding land two years 
ago and began the ardu-
ous process of returning 
both to the way they 
appeared in the 18th 
century.

Lyons-Neville has 
restored the exte-
rior and interior of 
the house, retaining 
its older elements and 
replacing some newer 
features with old materi-
als drawn from other 
structures. She and a 
small army of landscape 
experts are methodically 
eradicating invasive 
plants and replacing 
them with native trees, 
shrubs and flowers.

She is doing this 
not only because she 
respects the property, 
but also because she 
is descended from 
the Musser family of 
physicians that built the 
home on the edge of the 
Conestogas’ land.

Beyond its significance 
as one of the few re-
maining structures that 
stood in that area when 
the last of the Cones-
togas were slaughtered 
by the Paxton Rangers 
in 1763, the building 
has been recognized by 
the Lancaster City and 
County Medical Society 
as the oldest privately 
operated hospital in 
Lancaster County.

It is unclear when the 
stone house, built by the 
Musser family about 
1750, began keeping sick 
patients overnight, but 
the building was func-
tioning as a “hospital” 
by the first decade of the 
19th century.

The Scribbler was 
apprised of the use of 
the Musser house as a 
hospital by Dr. Nikitas 
Zervanos. He is writing 
a three-volume his-

tory of general practice 
and family medicine in 
America. Book 2 in-
cludes a chapter on the 
Musser family, based 
largely on research by 
Dr. Henry Wentz.

John Musser crossed 
from Switzerland in 
1727. He built a house, 
served an apprentice-
ship with a Lancaster 
physician and practiced 
medicine in the Mus-
sertown section of what 
is now Lancaster city. He 
also farmed land at what 
is now Conguegos in 
Manor Township.

One of John Musser’s 
sons, Jacob, inher-
ited his father’s Manor 
Township property and 
settled there, within a 
half mile or so of Indian 
Hill, the most promi-
nent physical feature 
in the area. He built 
the original part of the 
house, learned medi-
cine from his father and 
practiced there.

Jacob’s son, Benjamin, 
fathered 18 children 
with two wives. To ac-
commodate all of these 
people, he doubled the 
size of the house. He 
also learned medicine 
from his father and, as 
time passed, created an 
apothecary shop and 
set aside rooms for his 
sickest patients. He died 
in 1820.

The Musser family 
continued producing 
doctors for generations. 
The house passed out of 
Musser family owner-
ship in the mid-19th 
century.

Lyons-Neville’s 
grandmother’s family of 
Mussers grew up in the 
house on Highville Road, 
and she believes she was 
destined to own it.

“This has been my 
dream, ever since I was 
8 years old, owning this 
house,” she remarks as 
she digs thistles from 
among the flowers in her 
front yard. “I was meant 
to own this property.”

She has restored the 

oldest parts of the house 
— including a large 
closet that reportedly 
held Benjamin Musser’s 
medicines — and is turn-
ing the land into a vast 
garden and woodland of 
native plants.

“I have an empathy 
for any native people 
and their relationship 
to the land,” she says, 
explaining she named 
the property Conguegos 
for a female leader of the 
Conestogas who died 
in 1714. “I feel that this 
land has been given to 
me to preserve.”

n Jack Brubaker, retired 
from the LNP staff, writes 
“The Scribbler” column every 
Wednesday. He welcomes 
comments and contributions 
at scribblerlnp@gmail.com.

Pamela Lyons-Neville works in a garden at her 18th-century home May 1 on the Manor 
Township property known as Conguegos.
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Val = 046  0x0019 "."
Val = 048  0x0023 "0"
Val = 049  0x0018 "1"
Val = 051  0x001f "3"
Val = 052  0x0010 "4"
Val = 053  0x000f "5"
Val = 055  0x001c "7"
Val = 056  0x000d "8"
Val = 057  0x0016 "9"
Val = 068  0x0001 "D"
Val = 071  0x0002 "G"
Val = 076  0x0003 "L"
Val = 082  0x0004 "R"
Val = 083  0x0005 "S"
Val = 097  0x0006 "a"
Val = 098  0x0007 "b"
Val = 099  0x0009 "c"
Val = 100  0x000b "d"
Val = 101  0x000c "e"
Val = 105  0x0012 "i"
Val = 108  0x0013 "l"
Val = 109  0x0014 "m"
Val = 110  0x0015 "n"
Val = 111  0x0017 "o"
Val = 114  0x001a "r"
Val = 115  0x001b "s"
Val = 116  0x001e "t"
Val = 117  0x0020 "u"
Val = 118  0x0021 "v"
Val = 119  0x0022 "w"
Val = 124  0x0008 "|"
Val = 256  0x000e "fl"

[FONT]
name = "CheltenhamStd-BoldCondIt"
fullName = "RBDXMP+CheltenhamStd-BoldCondIt"
nameDescendant = "CheltenhamStd-BoldCondIt"
type = "Type0"
incongruence = 0

Val = 038  0x0008 "&"
Val = 067  0x0001 "C"
Val = 069  0x0002 "E"
Val = 076  0x0003 "L"
Val = 077  0x0004 "M"
Val = 084  0x0005 "T"
Val = 086  0x0006 "V"
Val = 097  0x0007 "a"
Val = 099  0x0009 "c"
Val = 100  0x000a "d"
Val = 101  0x000b "e"
Val = 105  0x000c "i"
Val = 110  0x000d "n"
Val = 111  0x000e "o"
Val = 112  0x000f "p"
Val = 114  0x0011 "r"
Val = 115  0x0012 "s"
Val = 116  0x0014 "t"
Val = 117  0x0015 "u"
Val = 120  0x0016 "x"
Val = 146  0x0010 "™"

[FONT]
name = "FuturaStd-Book"
fullName = "RBDXMP+FuturaStd-Book"
nameDescendant = "FuturaStd-Book"
type = "Type0"
incongruence = 0

Val = 067  0x0001 "C"
Val = 069  0x0002 "E"
Val = 073  0x0003 "I"
Val = 078  0x0004 "N"
Val = 082  0x0005 "R"
Val = 084  0x0006 "T"
Val = 086  0x0007 "V"

[FONT]
name = "FuturaStd-Heavy"
fullName = "QCORYR+FuturaStd-Heavy"
nameDescendant = "FuturaStd-Heavy"
type = "Type0"
incongruence = 0

Val = 033  0x0014 "!"
Val = 044  0x0010 ","
Val = 046  0x0020 "."
Val = 048  0x0028 "0"
Val = 049  0x001e "1"
Val = 051  0x0025 "3"
Val = 056  0x0013 "8"
Val = 058  0x000f ":"
Val = 065  0x0001 "A"
Val = 067  0x0002 "C"
Val = 069  0x0003 "E"
Val = 070  0x0004 "F"
Val = 074  0x0005 "J"
Val = 076  0x0006 "L"
Val = 077  0x0007 "M"
Val = 078  0x0008 "N"
Val = 079  0x0009 "O"
Val = 082  0x000a "R"
Val = 083  0x000b "S"
Val = 084  0x000c "T"
Val = 097  0x000d "a"
Val = 099  0x000e "c"
Val = 100  0x0011 "d"
Val = 101  0x0012 "e"
Val = 102  0x0015 "f"
Val = 104  0x0017 "h"
Val = 105  0x0018 "i"
Val = 107  0x0019 "k"
Val = 108  0x001a "l"
Val = 109  0x001b "m"
Val = 110  0x001c "n"
Val = 111  0x001d "o"
Val = 112  0x001f "p"
Val = 114  0x0021 "r"
Val = 115  0x0022 "s"
Val = 116  0x0024 "t"
Val = 117  0x0026 "u"
Val = 121  0x0027 "y"
Val = 256  0x0016 "fi"

[FONT]
name = "FuturaStd-Bold"
fullName = "PYELKT+FuturaStd-Bold"
nameDescendant = "FuturaStd-Bold"
type = "Type0"
incongruence = 0

Val = 065  0x0001 "A"
Val = 067  0x0002 "C"
Val = 068  0x0003 "D"
Val = 069  0x0004 "E"
Val = 070  0x0005 "F"
Val = 071  0x0006 "G"
Val = 072  0x0007 "H"
Val = 073  0x0008 "I"
Val = 076  0x0009 "L"
Val = 078  0x000a "N"
Val = 079  0x000b "O"
Val = 082  0x000c "R"
Val = 083  0x000d "S"
Val = 084  0x000e "T"
Val = 085  0x000f "U"
Val = 087  0x0010 "W"

[FONT]
name = "FuturaStd-Medium"
fullName = "PYELKT+FuturaStd-Medium"
nameDescendant = "FuturaStd-Medium"
type = "Type0"
incongruence = 0

Val = 033  0x000b "!"
Val = 067  0x0001 "C"
Val = 072  0x0002 "H"
Val = 076  0x0003 "L"
Val = 077  0x0004 "M"
Val = 082  0x0005 "R"
Val = 097  0x0006 "a"
Val = 098  0x0007 "b"
Val = 099  0x0008 "c"
Val = 100  0x0009 "d"
Val = 101  0x000a "e"
Val = 103  0x000c "g"
Val = 104  0x000d "h"
Val = 105  0x000e "i"
Val = 108  0x000f "l"
Val = 110  0x0010 "n"
Val = 111  0x0011 "o"
Val = 114  0x0012 "r"
Val = 115  0x0013 "s"
Val = 116  0x0015 "t"
Val = 121  0x0016 "y"

[FONT]
name = "FuturaStd-BoldOblique"
fullName = "PYELKT+FuturaStd-BoldOblique"
nameDescendant = "FuturaStd-BoldOblique"
type = "Type0"
incongruence = 0

Val = 065  0x0001 "A"
Val = 069  0x0002 "E"
Val = 070  0x0003 "F"
Val = 071  0x0004 "G"
Val = 073  0x0005 "I"
Val = 076  0x0006 "L"
Val = 078  0x0007 "N"
Val = 079  0x0008 "O"
Val = 082  0x0009 "R"
Val = 083  0x000a "S"
Val = 086  0x000b "V"
Val = 087  0x000c "W"

[FONT]
name = "CenturyGothic-Bold"
fullName = "ZSEYUZ+CenturyGothic-Bold"
nameDescendant = "CenturyGothic-Bold"
type = "Type0"
incongruence = 0

Val = 036  0x0007 "$"
Val = 045  0x0010 "-"
Val = 046  0x0011 "."
Val = 048  0x0013 "0"
Val = 049  0x0014 "1"
Val = 050  0x0015 "2"
Val = 052  0x0017 "4"
Val = 055  0x001a "7"
Val = 057  0x001c "9"
Val = 084  0x0037 "T"
Val = 098  0x0045 "b"
Val = 099  0x0046 "c"
Val = 101  0x0048 "e"
Val = 105  0x004c "i"
Val = 107  0x004e "k"
Val = 109  0x0050 "m"
Val = 111  0x0052 "o"
Val = 112  0x0053 "p"
Val = 114  0x0055 "r"
Val = 115  0x0056 "s"
Val = 116  0x0057 "t"
Val = 117  0x0058 "u"

[FONT]
name = "Calibri"
fullName = "YOPSGB+Calibri"
nameDescendant = "Calibri"
type = "Type0"
incongruence = 0

Val = 033  0x034a "!"
Val = 036  0x03a8 "$"
Val = 038  0x0398 "&"
Val = 044  0x0355 ","
Val = 048  0x03ec "0"
Val = 049  0x03ed "1"
Val = 052  0x03f0 "4"
Val = 065  0x0004 "A"
Val = 067  0x0012 "C"
Val = 069  0x001c "E"
Val = 086  0x0073 "V"
Val = 097  0x0102 "a"
Val = 098  0x010f "b"
Val = 099  0x0110 "c"
Val = 100  0x011a "d"
Val = 101  0x011e "e"
Val = 102  0x0128 "f"
Val = 103  0x0150 "g"
Val = 104  0x015a "h"
Val = 105  0x015d "i"
Val = 106  0x0169 "j"
Val = 108  0x016f "l"
Val = 109  0x0175 "m"
Val = 110  0x0176 "n"
Val = 111  0x017d "o"
Val = 112  0x0189 "p"
Val = 113  0x018b "q"
Val = 114  0x018c "r"
Val = 115  0x0190 "s"
Val = 116  0x019a "t"
Val = 117  0x01b5 "u"
Val = 118  0x01c0 "v"
Val = 119  0x01c1 "w"
Val = 121  0x01c7 "y"
Val = 149  0x037b "�"
Val = 256  0x014c "ft"

[FONT]
name = "CenturyGothic"
fullName = "UIRPCJ+CenturyGothic"
nameDescendant = "CenturyGothic"
type = "Type0"
incongruence = 0

Val = 050  0x0015 "2"
Val = 054  0x0019 "6"
Val = 066  0x0025 "B"
Val = 067  0x0026 "C"
Val = 074  0x002d "J"
Val = 101  0x0048 "e"
Val = 104  0x004b "h"
Val = 107  0x004e "k"
Val = 110  0x0051 "n"
Val = 111  0x0052 "o"
Val = 114  0x0055 "r"
Val = 115  0x0056 "s"
Val = 116  0x0057 "t"
Val = 117  0x0058 "u"
Val = 121  0x005c "y"
Val = 146  0x00b7 "™"

[FONT]
name = "Sentinel-Black"
fullName = "DYCWYR+Sentinel-Black"
nameDescendant = "Sentinel-Black"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x19 " "
Val = 065  0x1c "A"
Val = 066  0x18 "B"
Val = 067  0x1d "C"
Val = 069  0x15 "E"
Val = 074  0x1b "J"
Val = 075  0x1a "K"
Val = 076  0x1f "L"
Val = 079  0x1e "O"
Val = 082  0x17 "R"
Val = 085  0x16 "U"

[FONT]
name = "Gotham-Book"
fullName = "BVDKWV+Gotham-Book"
nameDescendant = "Gotham-Book"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x1c " "
Val = 044  0x14 ","
Val = 048  0x0c "0"
Val = 049  0x0f "1"
Val = 050  0x0d "2"
Val = 053  0x0e "5"
Val = 057  0x0b "9"
Val = 065  0x1a "A"
Val = 067  0x19 "C"
Val = 068  0x12 "D"
Val = 069  0x16 "E"
Val = 076  0x1f "L"
Val = 077  0x10 "M"
Val = 078  0x1e "N"
Val = 080  0x1d "P"
Val = 082  0x15 "R"
Val = 083  0x18 "S"
Val = 084  0x17 "T"
Val = 087  0x13 "W"
Val = 089  0x11 "Y"
Val = 124  0x1b "|"

[FONT]
name = "Gotham-Black"
fullName = "ZSEYUZ+Gotham-Black"
nameDescendant = "Gotham-Black"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0


[FONT]
name = "GothamNarrow-Medium"
fullName = "FJEDAN+GothamNarrow-Medium"
nameDescendant = "GothamNarrow-Medium"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x19 " "
Val = 038  0x84 "&"
Val = 045  0x07 "-"
Val = 046  0x83 "."
Val = 049  0x8f "1"
Val = 056  0x90 "8"
Val = 065  0x1d "A"
Val = 066  0x1f "B"
Val = 067  0x82 "C"
Val = 069  0x1a "E"
Val = 070  0x14 "F"
Val = 071  0x11 "G"
Val = 072  0x17 "H"
Val = 073  0x1c "I"
Val = 076  0x1e "L"
Val = 077  0xad "M"
Val = 078  0x1b "N"
Val = 079  0x12 "O"
Val = 080  0x13 "P"
Val = 082  0x10 "R"
Val = 083  0x18 "S"
Val = 084  0x15 "T"
Val = 097  0x0f "a"
Val = 099  0x9d "c"
Val = 100  0x7f "d"
Val = 101  0x0d "e"
Val = 102  0x85 "f"
Val = 103  0x01 "g"
Val = 104  0x8d "h"
Val = 105  0x05 "i"
Val = 107  0x02 "k"
Val = 108  0x0c "l"
Val = 109  0x0e "m"
Val = 110  0x09 "n"
Val = 111  0x0a "o"
Val = 112  0x80 "p"
Val = 114  0x03 "r"
Val = 115  0x08 "s"
Val = 116  0x81 "t"
Val = 117  0xa0 "u"
Val = 118  0x06 "v"
Val = 119  0x04 "w"
Val = 120  0x87 "x"
Val = 121  0x0b "y"
Val = 124  0x16 "|"
Val = 256  0x86 "fi"

[FONT]
name = "Sentinel-BookItalic"
fullName = "BDBFWV+Sentinel-BookItalic"
nameDescendant = "Sentinel-BookItalic"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x1a " "
Val = 045  0x0a "-"
Val = 049  0x0c "1"
Val = 056  0x0b "8"
Val = 067  0x12 "C"
Val = 077  0x1f "M"
Val = 084  0x19 "T"
Val = 097  0x1e "a"
Val = 099  0x09 "c"
Val = 100  0x0e "d"
Val = 101  0x0f "e"
Val = 103  0x11 "g"
Val = 104  0x16 "h"
Val = 105  0x15 "i"
Val = 110  0x1d "n"
Val = 111  0x1c "o"
Val = 112  0x14 "p"
Val = 114  0x1b "r"
Val = 115  0x17 "s"
Val = 116  0x0d "t"
Val = 117  0x10 "u"
Val = 119  0x18 "w"
Val = 121  0x08 "y"
Val = 146  0x13 "™"

[FONT]
name = "ChronicleTextG3-Roman"
fullName = "AZMZIX+ChronicleTextG3-Roman"
nameDescendant = "ChronicleTextG3-Roman"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x1e " "
Val = 044  0x9d ","
Val = 045  0x0d "-"
Val = 046  0x06 "."
Val = 048  0x92 "0"
Val = 049  0x0e "1"
Val = 050  0x0f "2"
Val = 051  0x8c "3"
Val = 052  0x9b "4"
Val = 053  0x91 "5"
Val = 054  0x8b "6"
Val = 055  0x8a "7"
Val = 056  0x85 "8"
Val = 057  0x93 "9"
Val = 065  0x1f "A"
Val = 066  0x88 "B"
Val = 067  0x08 "C"
Val = 068  0x94 "D"
Val = 071  0x15 "G"
Val = 072  0x04 "H"
Val = 073  0x81 "I"
Val = 074  0x97 "J"
Val = 076  0x05 "L"
Val = 077  0x8f "M"
Val = 078  0x82 "N"
Val = 079  0x98 "O"
Val = 080  0x80 "P"
Val = 082  0x01 "R"
Val = 083  0x83 "S"
Val = 084  0x90 "T"
Val = 087  0x96 "W"
Val = 090  0x95 "Z"
Val = 097  0x1c "a"
Val = 098  0x84 "b"
Val = 099  0x12 "c"
Val = 100  0x1a "d"
Val = 101  0x16 "e"
Val = 102  0x7f "f"
Val = 103  0x07 "g"
Val = 104  0x1d "h"
Val = 105  0x13 "i"
Val = 106  0x99 "j"
Val = 107  0x09 "k"
Val = 108  0x02 "l"
Val = 109  0x17 "m"
Val = 110  0x1b "n"
Val = 111  0x18 "o"
Val = 112  0x0c "p"
Val = 114  0x14 "r"
Val = 115  0x19 "s"
Val = 116  0x11 "t"
Val = 117  0x10 "u"
Val = 118  0x03 "v"
Val = 119  0x0a "w"
Val = 120  0x86 "x"
Val = 121  0x0b "y"
Val = 122  0x8e "z"
Val = 146  0x8d "™"
Val = 147  0xa0 "�"
Val = 148  0xad "�"
Val = 151  0x9a "Š"
Val = 256  0x87 "fl"
Val = 256  0x89 "fi"

[FONT]
name = "ActaSymbols-Arrows"
fullName = "VUZVQH+ActaSymbols-Arrows"
nameDescendant = "ActaSymbols-Arrows"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 110  0x1f "n"

[FONT]
name = "GothamNarrow-BookItalic"
fullName = "UQPPCJ+GothamNarrow-BookItalic"
nameDescendant = "GothamNarrow-BookItalic"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x1f " "
Val = 044  0x15 ","
Val = 046  0x8d "."
Val = 064  0x9d "@"
Val = 066  0x1a "B"
Val = 072  0x8f "H"
Val = 074  0x1e "J"
Val = 076  0x0d "L"
Val = 078  0x0c "N"
Val = 080  0x0b "P"
Val = 083  0x05 "S"
Val = 084  0x06 "T"
Val = 087  0x81 "W"
Val = 097  0x1d "a"
Val = 098  0x17 "b"
Val = 099  0x1c "c"
Val = 100  0x12 "d"
Val = 101  0x16 "e"
Val = 102  0x11 "f"
Val = 103  0xa0 "g"
Val = 104  0x0e "h"
Val = 105  0x13 "i"
Val = 107  0x1b "k"
Val = 108  0x04 "l"
Val = 109  0x0f "m"
Val = 110  0x02 "n"
Val = 111  0x10 "o"
Val = 112  0x90 "p"
Val = 114  0x19 "r"
Val = 115  0x0a "s"
Val = 116  0x14 "t"
Val = 117  0x18 "u"
Val = 118  0x01 "v"
Val = 119  0x08 "w"
Val = 121  0x7f "y"
Val = 147  0x07 "�"
Val = 148  0x03 "�"
Val = 256  0x09 "ff"

[FONT]
name = "GothamNarrow-Book"
fullName = "ROBXMP+GothamNarrow-Book"
nameDescendant = "GothamNarrow-Book"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x1c " "
Val = 066  0x17 "B"
Val = 067  0x1a "C"
Val = 069  0x1d "E"
Val = 072  0x1e "H"
Val = 073  0x18 "I"
Val = 076  0x16 "L"
Val = 082  0x19 "R"
Val = 083  0x1b "S"
Val = 084  0x1f "T"

[FONT]
name = "Sentinel-SemiboldItalic"
fullName = "QKMRYR+Sentinel-SemiboldItalic"
nameDescendant = "Sentinel-SemiboldItalic"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 058  0x18 ":"
Val = 070  0x13 "F"
Val = 084  0x17 "T"
Val = 087  0x1f "W"
Val = 097  0x1a "a"
Val = 100  0x1d "d"
Val = 101  0x1e "e"
Val = 104  0x16 "h"
Val = 105  0x12 "i"
Val = 110  0x1c "n"
Val = 114  0x14 "r"
Val = 115  0x1b "s"
Val = 117  0x15 "u"
Val = 121  0x19 "y"
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